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SUBJECT: COCOM LIST REVIEW: IML 20 - SUPERCONDUCTORS 

REFS: A. COCOM DOC DEF (74) ML 20.1 
B. STATE 45749 

1. ON 4 MARCH THE GERMAN PROPOSAL FOR CHANGING THE CUT- 
OFF VALUE IN THE EXCLUSION TO SUBITEM (B) (1) WAS DIS- 
CUSSED. THE US GAVE A STATEMENT OF THE INTERPRETATION 
OF "WIRE (FILAMENTS)" AS NOW SHOWN IN THE DEFINITION. 

IT WAS NOTED THAT INDUSTRY OFTEN REFERS TO THE MATRIX 
SYSTEM, I E. FILAMENT CONTAINED IN METAL MATRIX, AS 
"WIRE". THE INTERPRETATION APPEARS TO BE THE SAME WITH 
THE GERMANS. THE US POSED TWO QUESTIONS TO THE GERMAN 
DELEGATION: (1) WHAT ARE USES OF MATRIX SYSTEMS WITH 
FILAMENTS OF DIAMETERS BETWEEN 30 AND 75 MICRONS? AND 
(2) WOULD SOME INTERMEDIATE CUT-OFF SERVE THE PURPOSES 
AS WELL? US FURTHER INDICATED THAT EXAMPLES B AND C, 

33 AND 37 MICRONS RESPECTIVELY, ARE BEING USED IN MILI- 
TARY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FOR CERTAIN PIECES OF 
EQUIPMENT. 

2. CANADA, FRANCE, UK, AND ITALY AGREED. JAPAN AND NE- 
THERLANDS WERE OPENMINDED. 
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NRL (CHECK WITH JIM BAGLEY FOR BEST SOURCE). IN SPITE 
OF R AND D,30 MICRONS MAY BE REASONABLE. IF NOT. PRO- 
VIDE INTERMEDIATE VALUE, E.G. 40 MICRONS, WITH EVALUA- 
TION AND JUSTIFICATION. AUTHORIZATION ALSO NEEDED TO 
NEGOTIATE CLEAR WORDING FOR PROPOSED GERMAN EXCLUSION 
NOTE, INCLUDING MOU OR SOU FOR DEFINING WIRE AND FILA- 
MENT, IF NEEDED. INITIAL THOUGHT IS AS FOLLOWS: " 

EXCEPT SUPERCONDUCTIVE WIRE CONTAINING FILAMENTS WITH AN 
INDIVIDUAL FILAMMENT CROSS-SECTIONAL AREA OF "X" SQ. MM 
('Y' MICRONS DIAMETER) OR GREATER." IMPERATIVE THAT 
INSTRUCTIONS BE RECEIVED PRIOR TO 14 MARCH, BECAUSE 
BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS HAVE BEEN SCHEDULED WITH GERMAN 
EXPERT WHO ARRIVES 17 MARCH. 

TURNER 
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